8o    BRITISH INSTITUTIONS OF TO-DAY
More generally, of course, the machinery of the
law, in so far as it runs smoothly, is a protection to the
law-abiding citizen. His person and property are safe-
guarded against malefactors of all kinds, not merely
by the existence of the police (as we too readily may
suppose), but by the fact that the law will nowadays
ensure a speedy conviction, when a criminal is caught.
To this there is one big exception at the present day.
In civil cases the preliminary formalities—attendance
at court, the fiUing-in of forms, and especially the pay-
ment of a fee which ranges from is. to £2 ics. od.
(according to the amount claimed)—often prevent the
very poor from attempting to assert their rights, in
such matters as the ejection of an unwelcome lodger,
for instance. In the same way, although the party that
wins a suit is usually awarded costs, which means that
the court orders part (rarely the whole) of his legal
expenses to be paid eventually by the other side, the
risk is too great for a small man suing a corporation
to be willing to carry his case by way of appeal from
court to court.
The law also protects the citizen, not only against
the individual wrong-doer, but against the State. The
supreme safeguard of English liberties lies in the fact
that the activities of the Government, which in many
countries are above the law, are here subjected to
review in tHe ordinary law courts. If you are arrested
by order of the Government, except on manifest
suspicion of a crime, your friends can procure a writ
of Habeas Corpus, requiring you to be produced
before a High Court judge, who will decide whether
you are legally detained. Moreover, you will be able
to sue the policeman who arrested you, and the courts
will not allow the fact that he acted under orders to

